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MODULE 3: HUMANS AND 

MONSTERS  

CREATIVE EXERCISE 
 

Having a deep understanding of your characters is of 

paramount importance to any effective story – but if you really 

want things to feel authentic, even in their most extreme 

moments, an intimate knowledge of the relationships between 

characters will help you to do so. 

For this exercise, start with your main protagonist. Imagine 

they have died, and the surrounding characters in your tale 

have each been asked to write the eulogy for the funeral. 

Step into their shoes, and write the eulogy as you expect these 

surrounding characters would.  

What do they see as the subject’s strengths and weaknesses? 

What are their true opinions of them when it really matters? 

A personality trait that repulses one person may be endearing 

to another and, as you can guess, some characters will have 

views of others that would lead them to turn down any request 

or invitation regarding their funeral. Why is that? 

Write their reasons for disliking the other character so much. 

What did they do, directly or indirectly, that made them an 

enemy in this character’s mind? 

This exercise will help you gain a thorough (and often 

surprising) understanding of the motivations behind 

your character interactions.  
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From a psychological standpoint, where is a certain individual 

coming from when they react to another’s words or actions? Do 

they enter into communication with that individual already 

weighed down with negative baggage? Does something inform 

their behavior in different situations based on who is around 

them at the time? 

Complete this exercise for each of your characters, 

starting with those who are most important to your plot, 

and working your way down from there. 

You can make this exercise as light or as heavy as you like. 

Maybe you only want to go this deep into the relationships 

between your core characters and villain, and that’s fine. But 

you also have the option to extend beyond the active 

characters in your tale and write eulogies from the perspective 

of each character’s extended family members based on the 

history you’ve given them. 

The deeper you go, and the more you understand the 

interpersonal worldview of your characters, the easier it will be 

for you when you let them take the reins on the page. 

 


